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when I visited the chapel, supposed the erection
to be an altar tomb, and, when we quitted the
chapel, pointed out to me his statement to that
effect in the Memorials of Westminster Abbiy.
As I could not accept hU view, it was proposed
that we should return. The seven huge locks of
the ponderous doors were accordingly unlocked
for the second time, and when we had re-entered,
I went forward and raised the movable stone cover
which cap3 the perforated Early English pedestal,
towards the south-west of the altar, and showed
those who were present the hidden piscina, in-
dicating the fact of there having been, at all events,
an altar.

With regard to the inquiry, Where were the
relics put when the slab had no sepulchre in it
and stood on pillars, as that in the west gallery of
the Lady Chapel at Gloucester? I reply that it
would perhaps be easier to say where the relics
might not be put than where we know they actually
were put. The phrase in the prayer, referring to
the saint or saints whose "relliquire hie sunt,"
admitted of a very wide interpratation. In the
Gloucester example, where the slab is built into
the east wall, it would have been easy to prop it
up at the consecration with the addition of two
pillars containing the relics, the bases of which
remain. \V. H. SI:WELL.

Yaxley Vicarage, Suffolk.

THE PUBLICATION OF Cnur.cn REGISTERS (5th

S. yi. 484 ; vii. 9, 89, 131, 239, 290, 429, 459 ;
viii. 53, 152 ; x. 470, 498, 516 ; xi. 38, 326, 377 ;
6 t h S. i. 372).—It is recommended that a copy of
the various parochial registers should be made
and deposited in some convenient place of access
for each locality. But it should be remembered
that such a copy does, or ought to, exist in the
bishops' transcripts, deposited year by year in the
Diocesan Registry, which are, or ought to be, a
safeguard against loss or injury, and ought also to
be easily accessible. The history of these may be
seen in a letter in the Guardian, Dec. 24, 1879,
p. 1811, to which may be added the following ex-
tract from Archdeacon Sharp's Visitation Charges,
London, 1753, p. 312 :—

"The yearly transmissions likewise of copies of our
registers (which belongs to the churchwardens to Uke
care of, though the minister is to join with tlicm in the
attestation) arc of no small use, if regularly transmitted

which the transmission has been treated, and to
discuss the question how far the transcripts are
available as evidence. There is no means of
ascertaining in respect of any parish whether this
transcript is duly preserved for any given year,
while every information respecting the parochial
registers themselves is contained in the Census
Rtport published 1833. A preliminary step of
much importance seems to me to be to ascertain
the exact state of such transcripts. This can only
be done by a parliamentary inquiry, and it i3 to
be hoped that the interest now excited in the
subject will lead some member to move for a
return of the various bishop3' transcripts, corre-
sponding with the return of parochial registers at
the Census of 1831. ED. MAHSUALL, F.S.A.

SanJford St. Martin.

It may interest some of your readers to know
that the parish registers of Broad Chalke, Wiltshire,
are now being edited by the vicar. The work will
be printed for subscribers only, and the issue limited
to one hundred copies. It will be completed in
ten shilling parts, the first of which is now ready.
Information may be obtained from Messrs. Mitchell
& Hughes, Printers to theHarleian Society, 24, War-
dour Street, London. The publication of the parish
registers of Stock, Essex, commenced with the May
part of the Miscellanea Genealogioi d Heraldica.
The book will be separately paged. These registers,
which are edited by the rector, contain many im-
portant entries. The registers of Thorington, Suf-
folk, are about to be printed. The Rev. T. Hill,
rector of Thorington, has for some time past been
collecting memoranda relating to his parish for
these annotations.

ANOTHER MEMBER OF TIIE HAUL. SOC.

Tne ETYMOLOGY OF " BEDFORD " (6th S. i. 173).
—The etymology given appears to me by no means
certain. For, in the first place, we are not quite
sure that the Bcdcanford (or Biedcanford) of the
A.-S. Chronicle, anno 571, refers to Bedford.
Secondly, CELKR has omitted to mention the fact
that the form Bedanforda occurs twice elsewhere
in the Chronicle, A.D. 919 and 921, in the Corpus
text. To this may be added the fact that in the
Codex Diplomaticus the name Bedford appears in
the forms Bedfforde, Beodeford, never as Bedcan-
ford. Thirdly, supposing Bedcanford were the
original form of the name Bedford, it would not

ond duly preserved; for they will not only supply the
place of a register lost or destroyed by accident, but they
guard against forgerie3 and restore erasementa. I have
myself eeen the date of a baptism, upon which not only
tho true age of a person, but the claim to an estate
depended, in consequence of tho proof of such age, so « » • — •
cleanly erased that although tho fictitious date appeared j l l le former portion being really of Celtic origin, or
evidently to be a forgery, it wasimpossible to recover the t Bedca might have been the name of an English
true one. Now of what use in such case roust a regularly i invader. The best thins to say is, we don't know
attested tr.nscr.pt .n the bf<hoM office be I - j t h a e t y m o l o g v . ° ' A . ' L MAYHEW.

He then proceeds to notice the negligence with ; Oxford.

be at all certain that tho word me-ins " beggar's
ford," and nothing else. I believe there is no
authority for A.-S. 6crfico=bejrgar. and even if
there were, the Bcdcanford of the C7irontcZe might
be a name owing its form to popular etymology,


